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He lost control of himself completely when the cavalry,
under his personal command, had proved a failure,
and the battle seemed lost. Messengers who followed
Frederick that night to bring him the news of " his "
victory, found him huddled up against an old mill near
the town of Lowen about four leagues from the battle-
field.
Frederick pulled himself together very quickly. He
knew that he could depend on the loyalty and the dis-
cretion of his officers, and he wrote Voltaire a glowing
account of his victory. Voltaire, who received this
letter in Lille when his drama Mahomet was being
produced, and who knew that his patron's victory would
ultimately benefit himself, read Frederick's message
to the audience between the acts. " You will see,"
Voltaire announced after reading it, " that this perform-
ance of Mollwitz wiH ensure success to the performance
of my plays."
If Maria Theresa had known about Frederick's
flight she would undoubtedly have been comforted,
for the moral defeat of a man she hated so violently
would have given her satisfaction. As it was, though
she was profoundly depressed by the defeat of her army,
she did not succumb to her grief. Instead, she tried to
keep up the morale of her troops and the courage of her
generals. She sent General Neipperg a tactful, carefully
worded letter and not an outburst of rage ;
c* We are far from placing the blame of this defeat
on you," she wrote to him six days after the battle of
Mollwitz; " we appreciate that your efforts were very
great, sensible and careful, and we are not dissatisfied
with you. But we have heard with displeasure that
yonr commands were not carried out as they should have
been by all your staff. For if the attack had not been

